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>^ ^.^application of: Art Unit: 1725 

Masao TAKEUCHI et al. Examiner: KERNS, Kevin P. 



Serial No.: 09/602,814 



I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: 

Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
April 13. 2005 



Confirmation No.: 9608 



For: 



Filed: 



June 23, 2000 

Ball Loading Apparatus (amended) 



PETITION FOR CORRECTED FILING DATE 



Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 



Date of Deposit 
Juanita Soberanis 




04/13/05 



Date 



Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 I _J 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant petitions for correction of the filing date in the captioned 
application. This application was filed by deposit as "Express Mail" on June 23, 
2000. The return postcard and initial filing receipt received by applicant indicated 
the correct filing date of June 23, 2000. However, an updated filing receipt mailed 
on May 29, 2001 and subsequent PTO correspondence indicate an incorrect filing 
date of November 20, 2000. The following documents are enclosed in support of this 
petition: 

1. A copy of a Certificate entitled "Certificate of Mailing Via U.S. Express 
Mail; Express Mail Mailing Label No. EL539009959US; Date of Deposit: June 23, 
2000 that was executed and attached to this application when it was deposited as 
Express Mail on June 23, 2000. 

2. A copy of the return postcard subsequently received from the Patent Office 
indicating that the application was assigned serial number 09/602,814 and a filing 
date of June 23, 2000. 

3. A copy of the initial filing receipt for this application mailed on August 16, 
2000, indicating a correct filing date of June 23, 2000. 
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4. A copy of an updated filing receipt for this application mailed on May 29, 
2001, indicating an incorrect filing date of November 20, 2000. 

These documents clearly establish that the filing date for this application is 
June 23, 2000, but a PTO error has occurred causing the filing date to now be 
reflected in PTO records as November 20, 2000. Correction is respectfully 
requested. 

Since the correction is not due to an error by the applicant, no fee is due. 
However if a fee should be required, please charge it to our Deposit Account No. 50- 



1314. 



Respectfully submitted, 
HOGAN & HARTSON L.L.P. 



Date: April 13, 2005 




TroyM. Schmelzer 
Registration No. 36,667 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



500 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1900 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Phone: 213-337-6700 
Fax: 213-337-6701 
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IN 



THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



# 



• 



PATENT 

Attorney Docket No: 82493.0002 



In re application of: 



Art Unit: 



Not assigned 



Masap TAKEUCHI, et al. 



Examiner: Not assigned 



Serial No: Not assigned 



Filed: June 23, 2000 



For: BALL LOADING APPARATUS AND BALL 
LOADING METHOD 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING VIA U.S. EXPRESS MAIL 
"Express Mail" Mailing Label No. EL 539 009 959 US 
Date of Deposit: June 23, 2000 



Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

I hereby certify that 

^ two copies of a letter of transmittal 

^ patent application ( 26 page(s) of specification;_13_ claim(s); 1 page(s) of 



return postcard 

are being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service with sufficient postage under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .10 on the date indicated above and are addressed to: 



abstract 



10 sheet(s) of informal drawings 



Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Date: June 23, 2000 




Tommy Mitchell 



500 South Grand Avenue, Suite 1900 
Los Angeles, California 90071 
Telephone: 213-337-6700 
Facsimile: 213-337-6701 





POST OFFICE 
TO ADDRESSEE 



EXPRESS 
MAIL 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE tm 



ELsa^ocms^us 



ORIGIN (POSTAL USE ONLY) 


PO ZIP Code 


Day of Delivery 

□ □ 
Next Second 


Flat Rate Envelope 

□ 


Date In 

Mo. Day Y«r 


{H 12 Noon Q 3PM 


Postage 

s 


Tim* In 

□ AM □ p M 


Military 

□ 2nd Day Q 3rd Day 


Return Receipt Fee 


weight 

lbs. oats. 


Int'l Alpha Country Code 


COD Fee Insurance Fee 


No Delivery 

| — | Waekand j— j Holiday 


Acceptance Clerk Initials 


Total Postage & Fees 
$ 


CUSTOMER USE ONLY 







Express Mail Corporate Acct. No. 



Federal Agency Acci, No. or 
Postal Service Acct. No. 



DELIVERY (POSTAL USE ONLY) 



Delivery Attempt 
Mo. Day 



Delivery Attempt 
Mo. Day 



Delivery Date 



Mo. 



Time 



i 



AM 



. PM 



Time 

□ AM LJ PM 



Time 



AM 



PM 



Signature oi Addressee or Agent 



Employee Signature 



Employee Signature 



Employee Signature 



Name - Please Print 
X 



| WAIVER OF SIGNATURE (Domestic Only): Additions! merchandise insurtnce is void If watver of signature is requested. 

~~ } wish delivery to be made without obtaining signature ot addressee or addressee's agent (if delivery employee judges 
that article can be left in secure location) and I authorize that delivery employee's signature constitutes valid proof of 



delivery. f—| r-i 
NO DELIVERY |J Weekend [J 



Customer Stgnaturc 



c = 
« 5 



1^5 
T 



FROM: (PLEASE PRINT) 

r 



HOG AN * H^kTSON 

500 S GRAtVD AVE STt 1SC0 

LOS ANGELAS CA <*QC?1-2611 



u Athlete FA Corp. 82493.0002 LAM/ gc J 



PRESS HARD. 

You are making 3 copies. 



TO: (PLEASE PRINT) 

r 



Box PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
.Washington, D.C. 20231 



FOR PICKUP OR TRACKING CALL 1-800-222-1811 WWW.USpS.gOV =j 




SN ticrr JeSiQfXJb F ile No. &?V13-g»o^D ate Mailed ^' ^P* OC> By: ^*^^ ^ 



(Client Name), 



>T JUloK. PS Coc^ a 



The Following due in the U.S. Patent and Trademark office was received in the Patent 



& trad' irk Office on the date stamped hereon: 

Amendment 

Preliminary Amendment 

PCT Application Including 

Pages Spec. Page Abstract. Claims 



Diawing: # of Sheets. 



/o 

Formal. Informal 



. Issue Fee Transmittal 
Letter ftp 



. Application for Patent Including 
{ Pages Spec. / P age Abstract_l^_Claims 



. Notice of Appeal 
. Petition for 



Declaration. Affidavit of Oath ( 

Assign. Ck No. for $ 

Verified Statement 
7~ Letter of Transmittal PTo /0#L 

Amendment Under 37 C.FR.1.312 (a) 

Check No. for $ 

Check No. for $ 

Check No, f or $ 



Page(s)) Advance soft copy order iW 

Ck. No. For £ t^ijjjlgSo- 

IDS: References 



. Certified Copy# of docs '[ =3 t* 
.Priority ^£0§PSS& 



m \ 8 20(6 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND 

COMMISSIONER OF PATENT AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING DATE 



GRPART UNIT 



FIL FEE REC'D | ATTY. DOCKET. NO 



DRAWINGS 



TOT 
CLAIMS 



IND CLAIMS 



09/602,814 



06/23/2000 



82493.0002 



10 



Hogan & Hartson LLP 
Suite 1900 

500 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 

Date Mailed: 08/16/2000 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error 
is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Customer Service 
Center. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If you received a 
"Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit any corrections to this Filing Receipt with 
your reply to the Notice. When the PTO processes the reply to the Notice, the PTO will generate another 
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if appropriate). 

Applicant(s) 

Masao Takeuchi, Residence Not Provided; 
Yoshiharu Fujimori, Residence Not Provided; 
Chuji Tomita, Residence Not Provided; 

Continuing Data as Claimed by Applicant 

Foreign Applications CfcST^^^ 
JAPAN 1 1 -1 78578 06/24/1 999 1 Otffl 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 08/1 5/2000 f$D^ 



Title 

Ball loading apparatus and ball loading method 
Preliminary Class 



Data entry by : ASFAW, MULUGETA Team : OIPE Date: 08/1 6/2000 

III 



8/15/00 3:10 PM 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 



GRANTED 



The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C, 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CRF 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 36 CFR 
1 .53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 G)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 1 81 , the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.1 5(b). 

PLEASE NOTE the following information about the Filing Receipt: 

• The articles such as "a," "an" and "the" are not included as the first words in the title of an application. They 
are considered to be unnecessary to the understanding of the title. 

• The words "new," "improved," "improvements in" or "relating to" are not included as first words in the title 
of an application because a patent application, by nature, is a new idea or improvement. 

• The title may be truncated if it consists of more than 500 characters (letters and spaces combined). 

• The docket number allows a maximum of 25 characters. 

• If your application was submitted under 37 CFR 1 .1 0, your filing date should be the "date in" found on the 
Express Mail label. If there is a discrepancy, you should submit a request for a corrected Filing Receipt along 
with a copy of the Express Mail label showing the "date in." 

Any corrections that may need to be done to your Filing Receipt should be directed to: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Initial Patent Examination 
Customer Service Center 
Washington, DC 20231 
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iTES BVTENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



commissioner for ratents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

WXSMINCTON, D.C. 20 231 

www.uspto.gcv 

I APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING DATE | GRP ART UNIT | F1L FEE RECD |ATTY.DOCKET.NO| DRAWINGS | TOT CLAIMS | IND CLAIMS | 

09/602,814 1J/20/2000 > 2811 595 82493.0002 10 13 2 

CONFIRMATION NO. 9608 
UPDATED FILING RECEIPT 

Hogan & Hartson LLP 
Suite 1900 

500 South Grand Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 



•OC0000000061 24532* 



Date Mailed: 05/29/2001 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you 
will be notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, 
FILING DATE, NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. 
Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented 
on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent 
Examination's Customer Service Center. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please 
submit any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO 
processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the 
requested corrections (if appropriate). 



Applicant(s) 

Masao Takeuchi, Suwa-shi, JAPAN; 
Yoshiharu Fujimori, Suwa-shi, JAPAN; 
Chuji Tomita, Suwa-shi, JAPAN; 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

Foreign Applications 

JAPAN 11-178578 06/24/1999 
JAPAN 2000-1 731 95 06/09/2000 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 08/15/2000 

Projected Publication Date: N/A 



Non-Publication Request: No J ^ ^^ 200] 

Early Publication Request: No ^ ^ET/fs/Q 

"SMALL ENTITY ** 



Title 
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Ball loading apparatus and ball loading method 



Preliminary Class 
257 



Data entry by : GUNTER RILEY, JOYCE Team : OIPE Date: 05/29/2001 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 



GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
FILING LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all 
applications where the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a 
license may be required as set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 
37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to 
revocation upon written notification. The date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier 
license of similar scope has been granted under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date 
thereof unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications^) filed under 
37 CFR 1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and 
the national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current 
regulations especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense 
Trade Controls, Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121- 
128)); the Office of Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (j)); the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 



NOT GRANTED 



No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
FILING LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 
37 CFR 5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 
6 months has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of 
a secrecy order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15 
(b). 



PLEASE NOTE the following information about the Filing Receipt: 



• The articles such as "a," "an" and "the" are not included as the first words in the title of an application. 
They are considered to be unnecessary to the understanding of the title. 

• The words "new," "improved," "improvements in" or "relating to" are not included as first words in 
the title of an application because a patent application, by nature, is a new idea or improvement. 

• The title may be truncated if it consists of more than 500 characters (letters and spaces combined). 

• The docket number allows a maximum of 25 characters. 

• If your application was submitted under 37 CFR 1 .10, your filing date should be the "date in" found on 
the Express Mail label. If there is a discrepancy, you should submit a request for a corrected Filing 
Receipt along with a copy of the Express Mail label showing the "date in." 

• The title is recorded in sentence case. 



Any corrections that may need to be done to your Filing Receipt should be directed to: 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Initial Patent Examination 
Customer Service Center 
Washington, DC 20231 



